
Tiger Tames the Min Min Teacher’s Guide
Background
Tiger Tames the Min Min is the third in the Project Earth-Mend Series of junior novels, following on from Global Cooling and The Greenhouse Effect. As well as being an entertaining read, the novels are intended to inform children about key environmental issues confronting society today. The novels extend the notion of us ‘all being in this together’ to include animal species as active participants in the way we live our lives. Having many environmental truths being discovered by the animal characters in the book is an undercut of the view of human supremacy over other species. The message is that humans are largely responsible for the mess the Earth is in and that perhaps other life forms are in a better position to find ways to restore a balance, especially those species that have continued to live in harmony with Nature.
A team of extraterrestrial characters plays an important part in the novel. Aside from the attractiveness that beings from Outer Space will have for younger readers, these characters provide an objective view superior to the prevailing human-centric outlook on how we should relate to our environment. This makes it difficult for readers to dismiss the conclusions reached by Tiger and his native companions as just those of animals.
Above all, the Project Earth-Mend Series seeks to suggest rather than preach its themes. Readers are invited to participate in the adventures as equals and to discover environmental messages along the way.
Tiger Tames the Min Min continues the adventures of the characters on the east coast of Australia by travelling to the Outback, including the Red Centre, the Simpson Desert, and the Nullarbor. Tiger the Cat, his friend Wanda the Blue-tongue and the frog Tark (who is really an extraterrestrial from the Planet Griffon) are joined by Number 12, a camel who’s just retired from racing, and who acts as their guide through the Outback in search of the source of the mysterious Min Min Lights, as the team spreads the word about how to save Earth to feral as well as native species.
The crew also venture into the marine environment with the aid of Boneapart’s Killer Whale Taxi, linking up with pods of whales. In a significant detour from the Australian setting, they join with whales in the Gulf of Mexico to plug the BP oil spill, thereafter signing up a grateful President Obama and Madonna to the Project Earth-mend cause. (The next two books in the Series are slated to be set in North America, so this prepares the ground).

But the major conflict in this story is between the Project Earth-Mend crew and the newly arrived Mick, disguised as a bushie by day and the Min Min Lights by night, who is the advance guard of a different group of extra-terrestrials determined to destroy the Earth to prevent the spread of human pollution. Mick’s destructive starships are already on their way, and only The Kangaroo – half spirit who dwells in the rock of Uluru – can help head off catastrophe.
Chapter 1 - Not Quite Out in the Outback
1.  Chapter 1 introduces you to some of the main characters. Who has been introduced so far? How would you describe them?
2.  Bradley Gower lives next door to Tiger and his human Alexander. In The Greenhouse Effect, Bradley was taken to the Planet Griffon where he tried to convince the Griffs to let him set up a golf course. Now back on Earth, he’s decided to write a book about his adventures on Griffon, much to the displeasure of Eudora and Prince, the chief ETs on Earth. Do you think they are right to instruct Tark to kill him if he publishes the book. Would there be a better way of preventing the word about Griffon spreading?
3.  At one point, the narrator tells us that the “current environment Minister” comes by the Gowers’ house for some of Myrtle’s Greenhouse Ginger Cheesecake and a bit of advice on how to sell the dangers of climate change to the general population. What does this suggest about the ability of politicians to sell the need for change to their constituents?
4.  Near the Sacred Pool, Tiger comes across some cane toads that have been recycled into lamps, probably by Eudora. Did you find this funny? Is this a good way to deal with the cane toad problem?
5.  Tony, one of the Gowers’ dogs, also was transported to Griffon to be studied. While there, he was made young again and given his choice of dinner every day. Yet he wanted to come home. Imagine that you are a dog in Tony’s circumstances. Would you have wanted to stay on Griffon or come back to Earth? Why?
6.  We learn early in the chapter that the crew will be travelling to the Outback to spread the message about Project Earth-mend. Not many people live in the Outback, so is this a good investment of their time? If you were part of the crew, what animals would you want to bring onside for the Project?
Chapter 2 - in which a New Day brings a New Mission
1.  Early in the chapter the crew enter the Space Command Module, which we are told resembles the Tardis from Dr Who. Does this help you visualise what’s inside? Draw the inside of the Command Module as you see it from the description.
2.  Eudora talks about the threat of “renegade planets” and “interstellar viruses”. How does this prepare us for what is to come in the book, especially with Mick and the Min Min Lights?
3.  The crew get to travel to Griffon to be briefed by Supreme Command. They wear special “air bubble suits” to protect them from the hostile environment. What problems can you imagine there would be living on another planet? Would you find the prospects exciting or boring? Why?

4.  There is talk on Griffon about “neutralising” and “transitioning” lifeforms on Earth. Is this any different from what Mick is threatening to do? How?
Chapter 3 - in which one Search Ends and Another Begins
1.  This chapter introduces us to Number 12 the camel who will be an important character in the book. How much do you know about camels and how they came to be in Australia? Do you think it’s appropriate to hold camel races?
2.  We learn that the Min Min Lights are a mysterious feature in the Outback. Do some research on the Min Min Lights. Do you think they are real or just imagined by people? If they are real, what causes them? Does it make sense to associate Mick with them?
3.  Griffs have the power to “teleport” themselves and others. What do you know about teleportation? Do you think that Science will eventually make this possible on Earth?
4.  We learn that the racing camels are kept in close quarters between their races. Do you think this is a good thing? How does this compare with the way race horses are treated?
5.  Camels were quite important on the ill-fated Burke and Wills expedition. What can you find out about this?
6.  Syd the Crow is keen on betting on the camel races. Do you think people would bother with camel racing if they couldn’t bet on it?
Chapter 4 - in which Tiger leaps sand dunes in a single bound
1.  The crew attend the Min Min Encounter Show at Boulia, which Syd thinks is a bit tacky, like a haunted house display. Have you ever been to a show like that that you didn’t feel met your expectations? Give an example.
2.  They then explore a graveyard at night near the ruins of the Boulia hotel. Have you ever been to a cemetery at night? Were you frightened?
3.  The narrator says “the Simpson Desert looked like, well...a desert” and then goes on to describe it. Is that how you picture a desert in your mind? What other things would you expect to find in a desert?
4.  Are you surprised to hear the monitor talk about the Min Min Lights? Do you believe what he says? Why do you think the author uses an animal as the source of important information like this?
5.  Early explorers sometimes starved in deserts like this for lack of food, yet native animals seem to get by very well. What do we learn about the sources of food that native animals rely on, and could you stomach it if you had to?

6.  The crew encounter the Min Min just before a cricket match between the monitors and bearded dragons. Did you find the Min Min voices funny or threatening here? Why?

Chapter 5 - in which a Dingo is not a Tony
1.  In this chapter Tiger encounters an unfriendly dingo. The Dingo describes his kind as “blood-thirsty”, but, by the end of the chapter, we feel a bit more sympathetic toward dingoes. Why?
2.  How are the dingoes brought onside for Project Earth-Mend?
Chapter 6 - in which Syd gets salt on his tail and fish get a short life
1.  The crew stop at Lake Eyre after leaving the desert. How is this lake different from what people normally expect to see?
2.  To speed things up, Tark teleports them to the Lake Eyre Yacht Club. If you could be teleported and had your choice of destination, where would you go?

3.  What’s the earliest evidence you can point to that suggests Mick is an extraterrestrial?

4.  The skipper of the yacht Peril compares what’s happened on the crew’s Star Ship yacht to The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. Google it and discuss how the poem relates to the Star Ship.
5.  The Abellons, represented by Mick and disguised as the Min Min, came to Earth on a different mission. How does theirs differ from that of the Griffs?
Chapter 7 - in which the Min Min show their true colours
1.  For their next stop, the crew are transported to Eucla on the Nullarbor Plain and told to watch out for Jonah. Find Eucla on a map and discuss who Jonah might be from your understanding of the Biblical character. Were you surprised to learn that Jonah is a whale in this novel?
2.  At the Eucla Roadhouse, Tark shape-changes into Elvis Presley to impress the woman receptionist. If you could shape-change into someone or something, what would it be?
3.  If you had the chance, would you take a ride in a KW Water Taxi?
4.  The water taxi driver’s name is Boneapart. Who is that supposed to remind you of?
5.  Draw a picture of Pincer Robot 2375006 as you imagine it. What does the robot have to do with Mick?

6.  Whose side would you want to be on – the Abellons’ or the Griffs’?

Chapter 8 - in which the Jonahs speak in oil slicks
1.  Find out all you can about Southern Right Whales. Do you think they would be a match for most people?
2.  The whales aren’t too keen on helping save humankind. Why would this be the case, and how does Tark convince them to change their mind?
3.  Why do we call bacon ‘bacon’? Should we call it ‘pig-meat’, so that people (and pigs!) know what it really is? Would that put you off eating it?
4.  The crew is next transported to the Gulf of Mexico where they meet up with a pod of Sperm Whales. How does the story about the oil leak that follows remind you of real events?
5.  How do the crew convince President Obama and Madonna to join Project Earth-Mend?
Chapter 9 - in which Number 12 races an emu and Wombat Watch is revealed

1.  In a real race, do you think a camel could outrun an emu?
2.  Do some research on emu oil. Do you believe that it has real medicinal properties? Is it cruel to harvest it from emus?
3.  The emus pride themselves on being “Emane”. How does this relate to being humane?
4.  What’s the other name for Uluru? Which name do you think the Rock should go by, and why?
5.  On their way to Uluru, the crew get to visit the Top Secret Wombat Watch. Do some research on the other top secret military installations mentioned in the story. Is it a good idea for countries to have these kinds of places?


Chapter 10 - in which some climb the Rock and others don’t
1.  Who is the Kangaroo?
2.  Mick doubts that the crew will be able to get the Kangaroo to join the Project. Why?
3.  Are the Min Min defeated?
4.  From the last few pages, how do we know that there will be another book in the series? Where do you think it will be set?

5.  Email your suggestions to the author: reiterdr1@me.com !

